Good Thoughts 


Thaikar was a very famous intellectual. His way of 
expressing his views was very simple and touching. Hence 
there was a large gathering to listen him. He came on the dais 
and said in impressive voice—“Brothers! One, always remain 
in the company of persons, who are superior to you; two, read 
inspiring books; three, always honour goodness. These are the 
three principles which make one’s life graceful. All great men 
follow these principles. This is the royal road for our 
development and bright future.” 

He paused and looked at the audience for few seconds. 
Further he said—“Good and inspiring thoughts are very few. 
It is much better to understand them and follow rather to 
listen them again and again. 
Alright brothers, good-bye.” 

People realized the 
value of his plain 
words and went fully | 
satisfied. These ~~ 
wordscomingfrom, 
his heart had such “\ 
a great effect which 
would not have been 
possible by long® 
ornamental 
speeches. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Farmer’s Dedication 


Once Almighty thought to visit the earth to see his creations. 
When he reached the earth, he saw a farmer busy in breaking 
and demolishing a hill with a heavy iron ax. Almighty could not 
control his feelings and smiled. He was also surprised to see only 
one person doing such a monumental task. 

He went to the farmer and enquired the reasons for his 
endeavour. He replied—“Maharaj ! Why this injustice with me? 
This hill had only this place to stand. Clouds come and collide 
with this hill. As such, there is rain on the other side while my 
fields on this side, remain dry.” Almighty asked the 
farmer—“Will you be able to demolish this huge hill?” 

“Why not, I will certainly demolish it. This is my firm 
determination.” Farmer said with full confidence. 

Almighty moved further. Parvatraj appeared before him 
with folded hands, humbly imploring—“O God! None except you 
can now save me.” 

“Why are you so much frightened from 
this insignificant farmer ?”—asked 4 
Almighty. 

“Don’t you see his dedication ? 
My experience says that such 
dedicated firm determination 
never fails. It always wins.” 


y / 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Destruction due to Ego 


A snake lived on a tree. A mongoose also lived in a burrow 
under that tree. They were both egoistic and always fought 
and tried to demean each other. One day, they were fighting. 
Both were badly injured and bleeding but none was prepared 
to retract as their ego was getting hurt. 

At that time, a lion 
reached there. He 
looked upon them 
and devoured both. 

Ego destroyed 
their lives. 
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Power of Faith 


Once there was a great cyclone due to which waves of lake 
galilo started roaring high. Boats in the lake began to jolt 
badly. Water also started seeping into the boat and all 
passengers were frightened. 

Jesus Christ was calmly sleeping in the boat. Worried 
passengers violently jerked him. He woke up, carefully looked 
at the cyclone and asked—“Why are you so much worried? 
Cyclones are common, boats also sink and people also die. 
What is unusual in it that you are so disturbed ?” 

People were dumb-struck to hear this. That carefree 
person said—“Power of faith is greater than the power of 
cyclone. Why don’t you have faith that the cyclone will pass 
away after a minute.” 
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Without waiting for the reaction of passengers, he closed 
his eyes, went in deep meditation and said in a voice from his 
heart—“You foolish cyclone! Just calm down”. Cyclone 
immediately calmed down like a naughty child. Jolting of boat 
stopped and passengers felt great relief. 

Now Jesus Christ told them—“Friends! The greatest power 
on earth is faith and total dedication. Why you considered the 
power of cyclone to be greater than the power of faith ?” 

Even at the time of severe calamity, we shall not loose our 
faith and patience. 
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Elephant and Blind Persons 


Few persons, blind since birth, were standing at a place. 
Someone asked them—“An elephant is standing before you. 
Please touch it by your hands and tell how it appears?” 

One of them touched the tail, other ears, third legs, fourth 
teeth and fifth the back of elephant. One, who had touched the 
tail said that elephant appeared like rope; one, who touched the 
ears said it was like a pan; one, who had come in contact of legs 
said it was like a pillar; one, who touched the teeth thought that 
it was a baton; while, one touching its back considered it like a 
big stone. That person with vision laughed. Blind persons had 
touched only one part of the body and thought they had felt the 
whole elephant. But none was aware of the correct appearance 
of elephant. 

Similar is our position, We could see only a small 
portion of Almighty’s creation and feel just an iota 
of his power. Our learned 
Rishis had realized the truth 
and called the God ‘Neti- 
Neti’ i.e. unfathomable. 
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Honour the Dignity of Women 


Fort of Dhikari was conquered and its queen Malbai was 
arrested and produced before Shivaji. When produced in the 
royal court, queen felt insulted and told Shivaji—“Kindly give 
me death sentence. I can not tolerate to remain under arrest.” 
Shivaji came down from his throne and said—“I cannot insult 
a brave woman like you. From today you will live with me just 
like my mother Jija Bai.” Malbai became emotional with 
tearful eyes. She said—“Shivaji! you are really Chhatrapati. 

an ~ Certainly, you will protect the 

= honour of Dharma (religion) 
a and the country.” 

my God protects the honour 

of a person, who protects 

a the honour and 

> i respect of others. 
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Recognise your Power 


A gardener had four sons, who were very lazy. They did no 
work and passed their time in idleness. When his last time 
came, he called his sons and said—“You are all very idle and 
do nothing and would finish all the wealth that I am leaving 
for you. Worried about your future, I have concealed some gold 
near the roots of each tree in the garden. Whenever you need, 
you may dig it out.” After the gardener’s death, the lazy sons 
finished the remaining wealth and were starving. Now, they 
thought to dig the gold buried by their father, under the trees. 

They started digging near each tree in the garden, but 
there was no gold. 
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The sons knew that their father was a truthful person and 
never spoke lies. They were surprised as to why this has not 
proved true. 

After some days, there was heavy rain. As the earth near 
the trees had been dug, enough water seeped deep giving 
nourishment to the trees. This resulted in a bumper crop of 
mangoes. All the four sons earned a lot by selling the mangoes 
and became rich. Their father’s words of getting gold from 
trees proved true. 

Similarly, we are also ignorant of our powers and 
capabilities, lead a worthless life and put the blame on our 
destiny. 
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Obstinate Person 


There was a boat in a river. People used to cross the river by 
this boat. One passenger was very obstinate. He said—“Why 
shall I need some one to take me across the river in this boat? I 
can do it myself. I will sit in the boat and cross the river.” 
Everybody advised him not to do so and said that expert 
boatman and oars are needed for safe navigation of boat. But 
that person was adamant. He sat in an empty boat and sailed off. 
In no time, boat overturned and sank, along with that person. 

God is also considered as a boat that takes us safely through 
the ups and downs of our life. But this is not possible alone. One 
iias to purify his thoughts and deeds which work like oars. For 
this, he needs an expert spiritual guide. 
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Dirty Ponds. 


At one place, there were two small ponds, interconnected with a 
drain through which water flowed from one pond to the other. Nobody 
used that water since there were insects, moss and algae in it. 

Having pity on their condition, God said—“In previous life, both of 
you were real sisters, also married to two brothers. Both were miser 
and selfish. Whenever asked to donate something for the welfare of 
others, elder sister gave donation to her younger sister. Similarly 
younger one gave donations to elder one. Selfish nature of both 
always manipulated to keep all their wealth under their own control. 
That tendency is still continuing with you. Water also smells foul just 
like your selfish nature and remains confined within your limit. 
Selfishness gives such dirty results.” 

To give anything to your near relations is not considered as 
donation. True donation is that which is used for the benefit of poor 
and helpless persons. 
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Imaginary Scenes of Mind 


A small girl used to see a lion in dream and get frightened. 
This happened several times. Her condition worsened and she 
was taken to a psychiatrist. He listened patiently, smiled and 
told the girl—“That lion also comes daily in my dream. He is very 
good and never bites. He is of playful nature and looks for friends 
to play. He comes in dreams to play and enjoy. Next time, when 
he comes in your dream, please make him your friend and play 
with him. You will find him to be very loving and jolly.” 

Girl returned home happy and satisfied. Even now lion 
comes in her dream but now she smiles in sleep. Imaginary 
scenes of fear had totally gone out of her mind. 

One must always have good and positive thoughts in mind, 
so that dreams may also be good. 
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Well was Not dug Deep 


A person heard a man saying that by digging upto twenty 
feet, one can get water and a well is constructed. He started 
digging a well. Instead of twenty, he dug upto twenty-five feet 
but there was no water. He went to that man and complained. 
Next day, that man came and saw that the well was dug but 
not deeply. It was dug horizontally. He said—“Brother! 
Before doing all this labour, you should have properly 
understood the procedure. Knowledge is fruitful only, if it is 
perceived thoroughly. Shallow knowledge lets you down.” 

Whenever something is to be done, it shall be thoroughly 
planned and all aspects properly considered. Brags and 
boasters may live in dreams but only those, who work with 
caution and proper planning, without wasting time, finally 
succeed. 
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Be Polite 


There was a very big and tall tree. Many small shrubs had 
grown nearby. Once a sant passed that way and enquired 
about their welfare and their 
mutual relations. 

That big tree boasted in 
detail about his greatness 
and also ridiculed neighbouring), 
shrubs. Shrubs were fully we 
satisfied and said—“We are > 
happy in this situation. If not 
to big animals, at least, we give 
shelter and shadow to small 
insects and birds.” 

After a long gap of time, 
sant was returning and 
reached that spot. Treewasnot © AY V ae i 
at its place while shrubs had f id 
grown all over. On enquiry, he 
learnt that once a cyclone visited that 
area. Several trees were uprooted including that big tree. Sant 

felt sorry for the tree and asked the 
shrubs—“How then you could survive that 
calamity?” Shrubs replied—“Dev ! We 
knew our position. Hence when 
cyclone visited we politely submitted 
and cyclone passed over us. Tree 
was harsh and arrogant and was 
uprooted.” 
One must remove his vanity and 
arrogance and always try to be 
polite and humble. 
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Only reading is not Sufficient 


Among all students, Aaruni was most intelligent and 
obedient. He wanted to acquire eternal knowledge. Guru 
Uddalak also wished it. Good things can be obtained by paying 
proper cost. Nobody can get valuables cheaply. Hence, Aaruni 
was given one hundred weak cows and told—“Increase the 
number of cows to one thousand and also make them healthy 
and stout, then only you may get eternal knowledge”. 

Aaruni took the herd of cows. He searched for good and 
nourishing grazing - grounds, made arrangements for their 
safety and also solved daily problems. All this continued for ten 
years and the number of cows rdse to one thousand. They also 
became healthy and stout. When he returned to Gurukul with 
the cows, his face had a very pleasant glow. Guru was 
extremely pleased and showered heaps of praise on him. He 
started studying from the Guru and in a short time was 
declared an outstanding intellectual. 

Other students, who 
were in the Ashram for 
quite a long time, asked 
the reason for this. 
zurudev said— “Simply 
weading or cramming 
the books is not 
sufficient. Knowledge 
becomes complete 
and fruitful only by 
Fexperience, practice 
and change of life 
accordingly.” 
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Ideal thinking of Rose 


It was early winter morning and cold breeze was blowing. 
A leaf laughingly looked at the rose flower and said—“Is this 
your life? Gardener comes, plucks and takes you away. There 
is no pleasure in such a short life. I daily see so many rose 
flowers blooming but gardener plucks them all.” 

Rose flower replied quietly—“Brother! Life means true 
fragrance. Even if we are destroyed while spreading our 
fragrance all around, we actually become immortal.” 

We shall feel blessed if our life is of some benefit to others. 
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Imaginary Fear is always Painful 


Once a queen was taking 
bath in a lake. Her clothes 
and gold necklace were kept 
_ on the shore. A maid servant 
“was keeping watch. Queen 
took a long time in bathing. 
Meanwhile, maid also felt 
_ drowsy. A monkey came 
there, picked up the necklace 
and climbed the tree. When 
the maid woke up, she found 
the necklace missing. To save 
herself from the charge of 
theft, she cried ‘thief-thief ’. 
“\ Hearing this alarm, soldiers 
also ran to the lake. 


A farmer was going near the lake. CUA 
He heard the alarm and also saw the : aaa anae 


soldiers coming towards him. He 
became afraid and started running 
away. Soldiers were convinced that 
he was the thief. He was arrested, 
beaten and kept in jail. 

Next day, necklace was found 
hanging on the tree, then poor farmer 
was released from jail. 

Imaginary fear is often baseless= 
One should always be firm and calm 
to support the truth. If you are 
truthful, there is nothing to fear. 
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Cooperation of Blind and Crippled 


A village was engulfed in fire. Every person ran for safety. 
But two old men—one blind and other cripppled, could not 
run. Both cooperated and the crippled one sat on the 
shoulders of blind man, who started running fast as directed 
by the crippled one. Both came out of village safely. 

Cooperation means—accumulation of various 
capabilities to make a great power. Cooperation makes the 
job easy and is always beneficial for all. 
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Spiritual Discourse changed the Dacoit 


During his spiritual discourse, a sant was describing in 
detail, about the results of good and bad deeds of a person. A 
dacoit was also sitting there. He had planned to loot the sant 
and other rich persons after the discourse. 

He listened the stories of Ajamil, Ganika, Tulsidas and 
Bilwamangal. Sant was explaining in heart-touching words 
about their bad deeds, how they changed their thoughts and 
conduct and finally got enlightened. All this inspired him to 
think about his bad deeds and repent. 

After the discourse, he fell on the feet of sant, told all about 
his bad deeds and sins and sought his directions to purify his 
life. Sant’s advice changed his life style. He became devoted to 
God and loved every person. By serving the society, he atoned 
for his sinful deeds. His good deeds purified him and now he 
was loved and respected by all. 
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Greedy King 


King Sanjay had no issue and hence remained very sad. For 
this, he served and prayed the Brahmins. Those Brahmins 
requested Naradji to fulfil king’s desire. Naradji asked the 
king—“What type of son you want?” King became greedy and 
said—“I want a son whose sputum, excreta and urine may 
contain gold.” Naradji said—“It will be as you wish”. 

After sometime, a son was born with all such qualities. 
King became very happy and named him Swarnashthiva. 
News about this peculiar boy spread all around. When dacoits 
learnt about this, they came in the night and kidnapped the 
boy. There was a dispute among the two dacoits as to who will 
first keep the boy but finally, they agreed to equally divide the 
gold produced by the boy. 

One day, soldiers searching for the boy, traced the dacoits 
and arrested them, King got back his son. Dacoits were given 
death sentence. King now realized that greed is the root 
cause of all sinful ; Z 
deeds. 
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Grinding Stone is superior to Jewels 


Once a sant went to meet the 
king in his palace. King 
welcomed the sant and took A i 
him to his treasury, which was oS egy = 4 AW 
full of precious jewels. Sant j {} 


asked— “Raja Saheb ! How 
much do you earn from these 


stones?” King replied—“There =| ZA \ 
is no income. Rather I have to f YN = 
spend a lot on security.” | W 


After few days, sant took the 
king to a villager’s hut. There a 
woman was grinding grains ina 


Chakki (grinding mill). San 
pointed towards her and 
said—“This grinding mill is also 
a stone just like your jewels. But 
this stone can be used to feed the 
whole family, whereas your 
jewels are of no use. In case you 
spend these jewels for the 
welfare of public, you will be 
saving the money that you spend 
on security. In addition, you will 
get love and affection of the 
people, as also blessings of God.” 


—) 
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Crooked Chameleon 


Once, all four-legged animals were holding a meeting. There 
a question came up as to who was the greatest among them? 
Each one claimed to be superior. They approached Brahmaji to 
decide this issue. Brahmaji arranged a racing competition and 
said—“One, who will complete the race of one mile and will sit 
on this stone first, will be considered superior to all.” 

Among all big and small animals, there was one crooked 
chamelion also. He was also participating in the race but he 
knew that he may not win. He decided to win the race by hook or 
by crook. 

He knew that monkey will beat all others, so he clinged with 
his tail so quietly that even monkey could not know about it. As 
the race completed, chameleon left the tail and jumped over the 
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stone before the monkey could do so. When the monkey tried to 
sit on the stone, that crooked chameleon frowned and 
said—“Don’t you see, I am already sitting here ?” 

Chameleon was declared winner. Later, when Brahmaji 
knew about his crookedness, he became very angry and 
said—“For your crookedness, you will be blamed and insulted 
for generations. All crooked persons will be insulted by calling 
them as chameleons. Due to such sinful thought in your mind, 
your body will become poisonous and will be changing colours 
from time to time.” 

Since then, poisonous chameleon often changes colour. A 
famous saying also became prevalent— ‘changing colour like 
chameleon.’ Such crooked persons are always considered as 
unreliable. 
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Calamities as Blessings 


Bhagwan Krishna was very much pleased with Kunti. One 
day, he asked her—“Kuniti ! If you have any desire, please tell me. I 
will certainly fulfil it.” 

Kunti replied—“Bhagwan ! If you are really pleased, kindly 
give me calamities as your blessing”. Surprised Krishna 
asked—“Kunti ! What will you get from this blessing?” 

Very politely Kunti said—“A person remembers God only 
when he is distressed. SoifI am always facing adverse situations, I 
will continue to remember you and feel your presence in my 
conscience.” 

It is true that a person thinks of God only when he is in trouble. 
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Truthful Boy 


In childhood, Gandhiji was not interested in games but, as 
per rules of school, he used to reach the playing ground at 
fixed time. On one Saturday, classes were held in the morning 
and games were to be played at 4 p.m. Mohandas had no 
watch and it was also raining, so he could not reach the play 
ground on time. Principal asked the reason for coming late 
and he told the true facts. Principal did not believe him and 
imposed a fine of one Anna. 

Mohandas started weeping. On this, principal 
said—“Your father is a rich man and can easily pay this fine.” 
Mohandas said—“I am not weeping for this. Actually I am 
weeping for being considered a liar.” Principal was impressed 
by the truthfulness of this innocent and clear hearted boy and 
waived the fine. 

Such small incidents of childhood make a person great. 

From his parents, Mohandas got the lesson to REBT “Sore 
speak truth. This teaching was strengthened & OS, - REY 
when he saw adrama la 
of Harishchandra. - ZU 
Later, he made his N 
oe N > © ag 

whole life as a —_— 
laboratory to 
practice truth. Hej/# 
proved that good /. 
Sanskars ingrained: i 
in childhood, make ay a 
person great. A 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Sewadharma of Dharmraj 


Once a person questioned Bhagwan Krishna—“Why you call 
Yudhishthir as Dharamraj ?” 

Krishna replied—‘It was the time of Mahabharat war. 
Everyday in the evening Yudhishthir used to go somewhere in 
disguise. Other Pandavas wanted to know the secret of his 
conduct, so they quietly followed him one evening. They saw him 
going to the battlefield and nursing the injured soldiers lying 
there. They asked Yudhishthir as to why he was doing such a good 
deed in disguise ? Yudhishthir told them that many injured are of 
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Kaurava camp and if they recognised him; they might not tell him 
about their pains and then, he would have been deprived of real 
service”. 

After narrating this story Krishna further said—“Dharma and 
benevolence are related to each other, as such, Yudhisthir is called 
Dharamrgj and he has got the highest position among all religious 
persons.” 
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God likes Devotion 


An illiterate Yahudi villager was attending a prayer meeting 
held for atonement of sins. Everyone was chanting Mantras but 
he could hardly read the alphabets. With total devotion he 
prayed—“O God ! I don’t know any Mantra. You may join these 
alphabets to make a Mantra. I am your disciple and know 
nothing. Kindly accept my feelings as they are.” As long as others 
prayed by chanting Mantras, he continued this dialogue will God. 

In the evening at the time of collective prayer, Dharamguru 
Rabi asked that villager to stand in the front row. Other devotees 
objected and said—“He does not know even the Mantras, then 
why heisin the front row?” 

Rabi replied in an emotional tone—“So what ! He may not 
have words or Mantras but he has true feelings and devotion.” 

God likes the devotion and inner feelings of a person. 
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Butter-fly and Honey-bee 


Butter-fly and honey-bee lived on a tree in a garden. Often they 
met near flowers and enquired about the welfare of each other 
before starting their daily work. 

During rainy season, there were heavy showers for several days. 
Butter-fly was very sad. Honey-bee asked—“Sister! What is wrong 
with you? In such a pleasant atmosphere, why are you so sad?” 

Butter-fly said—“Instead of this good atmosphere, hunger is 
badly affecting me. Due to rains, I cannot go in search of food and 
that is troubling me.” 

Honey-bee smiled and advised—“Why you did not save for such 
odd times ? Those, who do not plan for future, are distressed like 
you.” She gave some food from her reserve to the butter-fly also. 

One must save a portion of his earnings for future. This saving is 
always of great help in adverse situations. 
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Result of Good Deeds 


Once, in a village, some 
persons were trying to kill a 
snake with sticks. Sant Eknath 
saw this and said—“Brothers! 
Why are you killing him ? Due to 
his bad deeds, he has born as 
snake. He is also a soul like you.” 
One youth querried—“ If he is a 
‘soul, why he bites us?” Eknath 
replied—“If you do not harm him, 
he too will not bite you.” On the 
words of Eknath, villagers let the 
snake go. 

After few days, Eknath was 
going to the river for morning 
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bath. It was still dark. He found a snake on the road with his hood 
raised. Eknath tried to remove him from there but he did not. 
Ultimately, Eknath took another road to go to the river. When he 
returned after bath, there was enough light. He saw that due to 
rains there was a deep pit on the road. It was the same road, on 
which he was earlier going. Had the snake not prevented him at 
that time, he would have fallen in the pit and died. 

If you do good deeds, you are bound to get good results. 
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Children of Utensils 


One Seth (moneyed person) was very greedy. Once, a cheat 
approached him and asked for some utensils, as he had to 
arrange a feast. Seth gave him some old brass utensils. After 
some days, that cheat returned his utensils. He also brought 
some small utensils and said—“Your utensils have produced 
children. Kindly accept these children along with your utensils.” 

Seth considered it as his profit and spread the news in the 
village that he is lucky that his utensils also produce children. 
After some days, that cheat came again and said—“This time 
many guests are coming, so it will be better if you give gold and 
silver utensils for some days.” Greedy Seth, looking for his 
profit, gave him all his gold and silver utensils. 

The cheat did not return the utensils this time. Seth send 
reminder. He came with a sad face and said—“Your 
utensils fell ill at my house. I spent a lot over their 
treatment but they died. I had to spend huge 
amount for their cremation and Brahma Bhoj. 
You please pay all that money to me as they 
were your utensils.” To this, Seth called him a 
liar and protested. 

Cheat again said—“You are a lucky 
person whose utensils produce 
children. So they can fall ill 
and die also.” People, who 
had heard the earlier 
story, supported the 
cheat. 

Greedy persons are 
similarly cheated. Their 
selfish thinking mostly 
harms them. 
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